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The President on the Bible* 


}OMETIMES it seems as though a popular 
familiarity with the Scriptures is not as 
ereat at the present time as it has been in 
the past in American life. The founda- 
tions of our society and of our Government 
rest so much on the teachings of the Bible, that it would 
be difficult to support them if faith in these teachings 
should cease to be practically universal in our country. 
Everyone who has given the matter any thought knows 
of the great literary value of the Bible and the broad 
culture, aside from its religious aspect, that comes from 
a general familiarity with it. Although it has been the 
subject of most careful and painstaking study for hun- 
dreds of years, its most thorough students find in it a 
constant revelation of new thoughts and new ideals which 
minister to the spiritual nature of the race. It would 
be difficult to conceive of any kind of religious instruc- 
tion which omitted to place its main emphasis on the 
precepts of this great book. It has been the source of 
inspiration and comfort to those who have had the 
privilege of coming in contact with it, and wherever it 
goes it raises the whole standard of human relationship. 
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Meeting the Flood Emergency 


This supplementary page has been inserted to give the earliest possible information. Friends of the 


Bible and the Bible Society are the friends of those who suffer and are in need. 


They will be 


glad to know that the Society has acted promptly, and its workers, both white and colored, are 
now welcomed cooperators among those who are ministering to the stricken by the flood. Some 
65,000 volumes of Scripture have been specially sent, on telegraphic orders, for wse among the 


refugees. 


| pits distress signals that are being 
flown by the great Mississippi Val- 


ley disaster have stirred not only the 
agencies of 
physical 
and materi- 


The pictures are of scenes in Arkansas towns, received from our Southwestern Agency. 


their homes. Many thousands have 
been able to save only a few of their 
possessions; and it is expected that 
in many, 
ea et oY 
ho. mress= 


al relief to books will 
prompt and have been 
splendid ruined by 
action, but the floods. 

have also Tt is) not 
been a sum- O Nye ion: 
mons to the the loss of 
American Bibles that 
Bible Soci- MAKING A HASTY ESCAPE ChiceeCras el 
ety to ren- comes-to 


der a fine service similar to that which 
it rendered during the war. 

The Central and the Southwestern 
Agencies and the Agency for the Col- 
ored People in the United States have 
been concentrating much thought and 
activity upon the opportunities and 
problems raised by the dislocation of 
so many homes and churches by the 
spreading waters of the great flood. Not 
less than 400,000 people in family or 
community units have been gathered 
in refugee camps in six states as the 
waters have driven them away from 


the American Bible Society. As the 
refugees gather into camps under ab- 
normal conditions of living, there is 
the need of maintaining and increasing 
the level of spiritual and moral ideals. 
Dr. Worth M. Tippy, secretary of the 
Commission on the Church and Social 
DPervice Ore the Mederal “Council™ of 
Churches of Christ in America, re- 
cently reported to the New York office 
of the American Bible Society a con- 
ference with military, Red Cross, and 
other workers in the camps, in which 
it was agreed that personal touch and 


SAVING WHAT THEY CAN 
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personal service were of high value in 
helping people through the sorrow and 
discouragement of loosened ties and 
the shifting standards that are experi- 
enced in so serious an emergency. 

The Rev. Fred R. Graves, of Sum- 
ner, Mississippi, a pastor who is in 
touch with the refugee camps, writes 
to Agency Secretary Marston: ‘The 
need is just as real for Bibles as for 
food. My own idea is that the people 
respond more readily when their minds 
and hearts are filled with the situation 
as it is, and not after the crisis is past.” 
Testaments and portions can minister 
to people in the refugee camps in an 
unusual way, for, under these circum- 
stances, there is an enforced idleness 
with opportunity to read, little diver- 
sion available, and hearts are open for 
the touch that only Christ can give 
through man or Book. 

In response to a telegraphed order 
from Mr. Morgan, of the Southwestern 
Agency, there were shipped to him 
early in May 34,000 penny portions; 
there being 12,000 of the Gospel of 
John, and 2,000 each of other New 
Testament portions and of the Book 
of Proverbs. 

Colporteur G. A. Perkins has been 
at work in refugee camps at Vicksburg 
and at Natchez, and in Alexandria. He 
reports that “under the excitement is 
an awful sadness, and a universal sad- 
ness prevails everywhere. Every one 
takes time to perform a kind deed for 
the man at his side. This is very strik- 
ing. Oh, if only this lovely temper 
could last all the time. It is so much 
like the spirit of our dear Lord him- 
selile 

The work that is being done in 


Louisiana has been done with the ad- 
vice and approval of the Louisiana 
Flood Director, ex-Governor John M. 
backer, 

Mr. Morgan also reports that the 
Rev. D. H. Colquette, the Arkansas 
Agent, is at work in refugee camps 
there and finds grateful appreciation 
for the donation of Scriptures not only 
by flood sufferers, but by officials of the 
Red Cross and others. 

As a very large proportion of the 
refugees are negroes, extraordinary 
burdens of work are falling upon the 
Agency among the Colored People. 
Dr. J. P. Wragg, its Secretary, who has 
traveled much in this region, has sent 
the four sub-Agency Secretaries—the 
Rev. M. L. Vaughters of Houston, 
Texas, the Rev. S. A. Lucas of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, the Rev. D. H. Sansom, Jr., 
of Charlotte, North Carolina, the Rev. 
H. W. B. Wilson, D.D., of Atlanta, 
Georgia—into the flooded areas. They 
have gone with supplies of Testaments 
and portions to visit all the refugee 
camps and aid these needy people by 
spiritual encouragement and by leav- 
ing with them the Book that brings 
daily strength for daily needs—even 
for such unusual needs as they are 
facing. 

A further problem will appear as 
the refugees begin to return. Homes 
and churches will need as the corner- 
stone of their reconstruction the Book 
of Books. 

The resources of the American Bible 
Society will be strained to meet the 
needs that will come upon it. It has 
already made special appropriations, 
but will need additional funds, which 
will be welcome. 
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The Story of 1926 


The annual condensed review of the work of the past year, submitted as its report by the 
Board of Managers to the Annual Meeting, again occupies the June issue of the Recorp. 
The Report thus reaches a much wider circle. And it gives our readers, in one setting, a 
picture of the whole year’s work, of which they have had details in other issues of the 
ReEcorp. This, also, is the one occasion each year when the business side of the manufacture 
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this report proceeds. 


of the books and the handling of funds are set forth in some detail. 


To those who entrust 


funds, large or small, to the Managers of the Society, such information is due; and is given 


gladly. 


HE marvel and mystery recorded in the 

Apostolic statement that “The Word was 
with God” is the basis of the further marvel 
and mystery of God with 
his Word. For, as down 
through the ages of the 
past, so all through the 
recent year, God has been 
with the volumes of the 
Holy Scriptures, prosper- 
ing their preparation, dis- 
tribution, and fruitage. In 
and through their pages 
He has been reaching and 
uplifting the souls of men. 
To Him be our tribute for 
the record that unfolds as 


Issues 


The Society has issued 
during 1926 a total of 9,- 
907,361 volumes of Scrip- 
ture—a new record. For 
the second year in succes- 
sion, the total volumes is- 
sued have exceeded nine 
million, the latest record 
surpassing its predecessor by 692,000. The 
year parallels its predecessor in the fact that 
the increase has been in portions. Unlike the 
previous year, the chief increase during 1926 
was in the homeland, where the issues rose 
above those of the previous year by over 


700,000. 


The summary shows there were issued in 
1926 at home and abroad by the American 
Bible Society, 359,989 Bibles, 654,043 Testa- 
ments, and 8,893,329 portions, making the total 
already stated, 9,907,361 volumes. They were 
in 168 languages. 


On the whole, it has been a good year. 


© International Newsreel Photo. 


A SOUTH SEA ISLANDER 


The Christian Bible and its message supplants 
the cannibal idol and axe 


But there 1s much more to be done. 


Issues of 111 Years 

The total issues of the Society in the one 
hundred and eleven (111) years of its service 
have been ONE HUNDRED 
AND EIGHTY-FOUR MIL- 
LION, TWENTY-EIGHT 
THOUSAND, NINE HUN- 
DRED AND sixty (184,- 
028,960) VOLUMES. 


Distribution 


Of the 1926 issues 3,- 
730,336 volumes were for 
missionary distribution in 
the United States ; 6,177,- 
025 volumes were for dis- 
tribution in foreign lands. 

Wherever these Scrip- 
tures go they influence 
human lives. They 
change society. They af- 
fect governments. They 
have not a little to do with 
revolutions, for they cre- 
ate new ideals of human 
values and the divine love 
and care. 


The Homeland 


In the homeland several score of Auxiliary 
Bible Societies and ten Home Agencies super- 
vised the sending out of these Scriptures in 
cooperation with churches, missions, prisons, 
hospitals, schools, evangelistic campaigns, night 
missions, drawing-room gatherings, bread 
lines, and the almost innumerable forms of 
Christian service in which the spirit of loyalty 
to Christ manifests itself among his followers. 

The Scriptures were circulated in the United 
States in 108 languages and dialects. 

Sometimes people come to the Bible House, 
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which covers an entire block in the city of New 
York, as one did to our Agency among the 
Colored People, asking for as many as one hun- 
dred or more Bibles, as he had been told that 
we had this building full of them to give out 
for the asking. 

Some county fairs prove great places for 
Bible booths where tens of thousands of people 
are interested. Thousands of individuals love 
to carry volumes of Scriptures in their pockets 
and give them away to those whom they meet 
in the course of their business. Wealthy build- 
ing contractors, heads of industrial shops and 
other similar workers, quietly and unostenta- 
tiously sow this good seed. A group of girls 
for the past three years have been paying for 


OUR POLYGLOT POPULATION—A NEWSSTAND 


the distribution, free, of three to five thousand 
Gospels a year through one of our workers, and 
are very happy in this voluntary service. A 
minister giving up his pastorate entered into 
this work of going from door to door with the 
Scriptures, and he says, “I have had a wider 
and a clearer vision, from various angles, of 
the desire of people to become acquainted with 
the Word of Life, than it was possible for me to 
have in my active ministry.” “In the anthracite 
coal regions,” he writes, “I feel that the awa- 
kening, the hunger and thirst felt among people 
from countries in which the Bible is not dis- 
tributed, read nor studied as it should be, is a 
splendid omen of the future, and augurs well as 
to the general desire of people to become fami- 
liar with the contents of this precious book. 
There are groups of men and women in towns 
and villages in these valleys who are congrega- 
ting in their homes to read the Bible and are 
forming missions and hiring halls and building 
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churches, of which there are many established 
in the past six or eight years.” 

One man, who secured a Bible a year ago, | 
was so interested in missionary work among | 
his fellow-workmen, that he removed a wall : 
in his house and made a church of it for Sun- 
day school and for a Sunday morning service. 

The placing of penny portions sometimes 
seems a slight task. In one region a colporteur 
was unable to interest a group of laboring men 
seated on a pile of lumber, eating their lunch. | 
One in the company replied, ‘““No; that book is 
not intended for white people.” Before leav- | 
ing, the colporteur handed him a penny por- | 
tion. The man accepted it, placing it in his | 
pocket. Several months afterward our col- 
porteur was canvassing 
in another region, and a. 
man came up to him and} 
said, “Have you any)! 


Bibles?” Our colporteur | 
immediately opened up his 
case of Scriptures. The | 
man looked at a _ gilt; 
edged, divinity circuit | 
Bible and said, “How 

much is that one?” “Two 


dollars and one-half,” was | 
the reply. He bought it, 
and then said to the col-| 
porteur, “You don’t re-| 
member me, do you? I’m 
the man, the carpenter 
you gave the little book to} 
out at Gardenville, and L 
want to pay you for it} 
now,—so here is the cent. |} 
We have been reading that book, and since} 
we began we have joined the church and our 
children go regularly to Sunday school.” 

The Rev. J. M. Bader, of St. Louis, con-j 
ceived the idea of getting all the people of the 
Christian Church to read a chapter a day. This} 
created a circulation of over 100,000 of our) 
one-cent edition of the Acts of the Apostles.) 
A very considerable number of other churches) 
report renewed religious activity on the part of 
their people, as a result of this interest in the: 
daily reading of a chapter of the Bible. 

We little know the conditions in our own: 
land. One home mission worker writes: “By? 
reading the Gospel of John I was converted,, 
and after my conversion I fully made up my? 
mind to go into the ministry. On account of 
poor health I was denied the privilege of the 
foreign field; so for the first four years of my 
ministry I chose mountain work. I wanted to 
get at least a taste of sacrifice and to take "a 


were sent by the Bible Society. 


porteurs. 
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turn in the hard places. There is no greater 
hardship than work in the real back country. 
It is a strain that tells on the system and even 
shortens lives. My field covered sixty-five 
miles on roads with mud at times up to the hubs 
of the rickety old buggy in which I traveled. 
After much work and prayer the church was 
completed, and then the lovely Bibles for it 
It was a 
day of rejoicing for all. There are adult 
people coming to this church who never set foot 
inside of a church building before.” 

Some of the Agencies have what they call 
the “wayside pulpit.”’ A box is installed, with 
the consent of the authorities, in public places 
where people wait with 
nothing to occupy their 
time,—such as_ waiting 
rooms of railway stations, 
courthouses, hotel lobbies, 
—in which Gospels and 
other portions are placed. 
In one town the worker 
writes that they have way- 
side pulpits stationed in a 
bus station, a barber shop, 
two dental offices, the 
hotel, the courthouse, and 
the jail. One such pulpit 
holds the portions in Dan- 
ish, Dutch, Finnish, 
French, German, Greek, 
Hebrew, Italian, Norwe- 
gian, Portuguese, Rus- 
sian, Swedish, Syrian, 
Welsh, and Yiddish. 

Many of the workers 
of the Society are poly- 
glot, speaking various 
Central European _ lan- 
guages. One such, who is a Bohemian by 
birth, has distributed Scriptures to the fol- 
lowing nationalities : Armenians, Bohemians, 
Chinese, Croatians, English, Germans, Italians, 
Japanese, Jews, Lithuanians, Polish, Russians, 


Ruthenians, Serbians, Slovenians, Spanish, and 
Hungarians. 


He speaks a half dozen of the 
Central European languages, and he says that 
among these foreigners he has not heard a 
word of disloyalty to the government. He 
visited 11,916 families, finding, and for the 


most part supplying, 2,282 Bibleless homes. 
He sold 2,200 volumes of Scriptures in four- 


teen languages, and donated 3,522 volumes. He 
estimates that he traveled about 4,000. miles. 
There is nothing that takes the place of col- 
But the cost of living has made the 
support of an adequate army of colporteurs 
an impossibility. Methods have, therefore, 


A graduating high-school class of American, 
parentage at Honolulu, given the Scriptures by a representative 
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had to be devised to supplement the colporteurs 
that can be employed. There are, under the 
supervision of ten Home Agency Secretaries, 
74 colporteurs giving a part or all of their time 
to Scripture distribution in house-to-house vis- 
itation. Only in this way can certain outlying 
regions be explored and reached. Supplement- 
ing these workers is a large body of “corre- 
spondents,” who give more or less time to the 
missionary circulation of the Scriptures in 
their region and receive various kinds of 
recompense for the same—by commissions, 
small grants, etc. 

Then, in addition, there is being built up a 
host of voluntary workers, Christian men and 


COMING AMERICANS 


Hawaiian, Japanese, and Chinese 


of the American Bible Society. 


women who are awakening to their duty and 
their privilege of passing the Word of Life on 
to others. Whole churches have been stirred 
to such programs. Open-air services have 
been conducted in great centers of population. 
In Chicago, sixty-one pastors and religious 
workers hold regular and weekly services in 
the open air. Each one of these workers made 
Scripture distribution a prominent feature of 
the work. One pastor writes, “I had always 
been a little timid about holding open-air meet- 
ings. Did not know just how to go about it. 
I missed the music and settings which I have 
always used inside the church building. But 
I found an open and easy access to people 
through the distribution of the penny Gospels. 
They were eye openers and ear openers as well 
as heart openers. Thank you for the supply 
you sent us.” One lady said, “The little Gos- 
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THE SAILORS ARE REMEMBERED 
Scriptures distributed on a Japanese ship in an American harbor 


pels made it easy to get started, and they al- 
ways helped to wind up the meeting.”’ 

The use of advertising methods has had its 
reward. This is the day of mass production 
and of mass consumption in all lines of life. 
The newspapers have acquired an importance 
never before even approximated. In one great 
city there are 143 papers published regularly 
in foreign languages. The Agency Secretary 
selected sixty-five of the principal ones and 
each of their offices was visited. Twenty-three 
graciously welcomed the material sent, and this 
has helped to create a demand for the Scrip- 
tures in these languages, and a knowledge of 
where they could be procured. This could not 
have been accomplished in any other way. 


Most of our workers work in the daytime. 
One that we know of has put on a midnight 
campaign. He says: “There are thousands 
of jazz-mad night revelers who roam the streets 
of New Orleans by night. The church cannot 
reach these people, and, if they are ever saved, 
we will have to go to them; they will never 
come to us. I decided to try to reach some of 
these people by giving out Scriptures at night 
between the hours’ of 9 p.m. andsgra, im. | 
found the results most gratifying. Between 
these hours we have distributed 5,458 volumes 
of Scripture.” If there are all-night banks in 
New York and other cities, and midnight mis- 
sions in Chicago, why should there not be mid- 
night Bible distribution in these moving 
crowds? 

A lumber baron in the Southwestern Agency 
so esteems the Book of Books, that this 
Christmas he distributed two thousand copies 
to employees of the mills and camps of his 
lumber interests in Texas and Louisiana. Each 
book was an expensively bound Bible, bearing 
a facsimile of his signature and this inscription : 
“The general diffusion of the Bible is the most 
effectual way to civilize and humanize man- 
kind. * * * I speak as a man of the world 
to men of the world when I say the Bible is the 


| 
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Book of Books and needs} 
to be read by all ages and! 
in all conditions of human} 
life. I gladly subscribe my} 
sincere faith in, and love? 
for, the Holy Bible andi 
would commend it to thet 
earnest perusal and affec~ 
tionate regard of all my; 
friends.” | 

The effect of the “Chap+ 
ter a Day Campaign” 
created an advance in cir-+ 
culation of 263 per coat 
over the highest total everi 
ordered before in a single year, in a mountainf 
area stretching all the way from the Canadiani 
border to Mexico, where there are many lone+ 
some spaces. It is not easy to realize ho 
hungry the isolated settlers get for contact with 
the world and its many interests. In some of 
these homes the nearest neighbor is thirty tof 
fifty miles away. The visit of a Bible mission+ 
ary is an inestimable event. 
Broadcasting the Bible has been taken up byg 
the American Bible Society and continued dur4 
ing the year daily in San Francisco and Ney 
York City, and occasionally in Chicago anc 
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BROADCASTING THE SCRIPTURES 


Daily at noon, from KPO in San Francisco, and WGBi# 
in New York, a portion of Scripture is broadcast. Th: 
service originated at KPO here pictured 
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other sections of the country. Many letters of 
appreciation are received. So, from shore to 
_ shore and from the borders on the north to the 
borders on the south, the seed has been sown 
in this broad land. 


Latin America 


All the states and nations of Latin America 
are a ripe harvest field for the work of the 
American Bible Society. From the West 
Indies and the Rio Grande on the north to the 
Straits of Magellan on the south, the door is 
open for the ministry of the Word. What is 
needed is more books and more workers, and 
that means more money. 


The languages used are principally Spanish 
and Portuguese ; but the migrations from other 
parts of the world call for Scriptures in forty- 
eight additional languages. Japanese are mov- 
ing in from across the Pacific; Mennonites are 
coming from Canada and Russia ; Germans are 
strengthening already considerable colonies; 
Italians make up large areas of the population 
in the Argentine ; English-speaking colonies are 
numerous and increasing. There have been 
916,970 volumes of Scripture sent out for dis- 
tribution in all these lands. Considering the il- 
literacy of the population of large areas, the 
difficulties of travel in the vast regions of the 
Andes and the Amazon, the antagonism of 
certain ecclesiastical forces, and the limited 
appropriations which it was possible for the 
Society to make, the returns are encouraging. 


It is interesting to note that approving words 
come from time to time from certain of the 
priesthood of the Roman Catholic Church. At 
our bookrooms in Buenos Aires an intelligent 
priest said to our Secretary: “I realize that my 
church has made a very serious mistake in 
keeping the Bible away from our people. I 
admire your Society for the work it is doing. 
May God bless you in your work, and may the 
day soon come when you shall be able to place 
the Bible in every home in our land.” 

The Indian populations of these great re- 
‘gions are more and more interesting the Chris- 
tian churches on the field. They respond to 
the sympathy and human interest of those who 
teally care for their souls. Many of them are 
mere beasts of burden. ‘‘Women transport on 
their backs, along the city streets, 200-pound 
sacks of grain or other merchandise. Girls 
not more than fifteen bend their backs and 
shoulders and trudge along under the weight 
of steamer trunks, acting as porters.’’ One 
writes: “I saw a woman carrying five beef- 
heads on her back and a babe in her arms, 
passing through the plaza in front of the mag- 
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nificent cathedral at Quito.” Such sights as 
these stirred the soul of the late Rev. W. F. 
Jordan, Secretary of the Society, for the Upper 
Andes Agency, whose books on Central and 
South America are his legacy to awaken the 
heart of Christians in North America to the 
needs of these needy ones in South America. 

The West Indies, including Porto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands, show steady progress. A 
prominent Cuban educator writes: “I believe 
that a spiritual movement is starting in the 
whole Americas, because their conscience seems 
to be restless. The reading and knowledge of 
the Holy Scriptures may be a very appropriate 
means of guiding this movement.’ A Bible 
woman in Haiti says: “The continual demand 
for Bibles in Haiti is a beautiful sign. I be- 
lieve that now more than ever the people are 
becoming more interested in the spiritual 
truths.” The Secretary writes that during the 
last three years the average number of readers 
of the Bible in the West Indies has increased 
25 per cent and among the intellectual classes 
63 per cent, and the number of students and 
workmen who read the Bible is increasing 
every year. 

The Society has been deprived, to its very 
great regret, of the services in Mexico of its 
most esteemed Secretary, the Rev. Arthur H. 
Mellen, who has, for domestic and other rea- 
sons, felt obliged to resign and reenter the 
parochial work of his church in the United 
States. He has rendered invaluable service and 
is deeply beloved by all classes of people in 
Mexico. His able lieutenant, Sr. Marroquin, 
a Mexican Protestant Christian of the third 
generation, is carrying on the work. There is 
much bitterness on the part of some of the 
people. One of the colporteurs told of selling 
a Gospel to a young girl who tried to tear it 
as soon as she had it in her hands; and, when 
she found the paper was too strong for that, 
she began to tear it with her teeth. When the 
bits were all blown away by the wind, she de- 
manded a Bible and intimated that she would 
be only too glad to give to it, and to the col- 
porteur himself, the same sort of treatment. 
And yet, there has been opened an agency of 
the Roman Catholic Church which has put out 
a Bible in Spanish at a price so low that or- 
dinary people will be able to buy it; and the 
Secretary writes there have been so many cases 
of people being converted by reading the Ro- 
man Catholic editions of the Bible, that the 
Agency is glad to have the colporteurs tell 
where this book can be obtained. Of course, 
the price is very much higher than our cheap- 
est editions. 

In the Central American and neighboring 
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republics “the common people are really 
emerging from physical, political, educational 
and religious bondage.” Just what it means to 
work out among these people is described in 
these lines: “Last March I left Cumanacoa 
near the Atlantic coast, with a mule loaded with 
two boxes of Bibles and my personal luggage. 
To cross a hundred miles over rugged moun- 
tains and through open and desolate savannahs 
where the sun burns almost like fire, and water 
and food is scarce, is a very serious undertak- 
ing.’ This was a colporteur in Venezuela 
visiting camps where a thousand men are said 
to be employed securing a pitch that is reported 
used in the construction of the subways in New 
York. At the Bible House in Cristobal, which 
is the center of this missionary work in Cen- 


A STREET IN QUITO 


tral America, Venezuela, etc., 111 missionary 
families and 36 missionary children were en- 
tertained from a day to a week or more as they 
were going to, or returning from, their fields. 

In Peru the entire country is open to the 
gospel. “What would the late Francis Pen- 
zotti say if he knew that, during the year 
1926, 1,932 Bibles, 3,314 New Testaments, and 
21,162 Scripture portions were circulated 
where, not many years ago, he suffered nine 
months in prison in Callao for the crime of 
circulating the Scriptures?’ The Rev. G. P. 
Simmonds has been in spirit a worthy succes- 
sor of Francis Penzotti. 

Brazil reports a story of fifty years since the 
establishment of the Agency, forty years of 
which have been under the supervision of the 
Rev. H. C. Tucker, D.D., who was a colporteur 
of the American Bible Society in the eastern 
section of the state of Tennessee when the 
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Emperor of Brazil visited the United States, 
little thinking that he was going to spend the| 
greater part of his life in the Emperor’s coun-| 
try, and that the Emperor was to be sent back | 
to Europe while he stayed on. When he first! 
went down there, when a man bought a Bible; 
he would hide it, as it was considered a sealed 
and forbidden book to the people. At the be-- 
ginning of the period, Brazil had a population) 
of about 12,000,000, and the Agencies of the} 
American and of the British and Foreign Bible: 
Society distributed annually among the Bra-} 
zilians about 20,000 copies, or a copy to one in) 
every 600 of the population. At the close of} 
the period the Societies are distributing 250,- 
000 copies annually, or a copy to one in every 
140 of the population. The population has in-; 
creased two and one-half times in fifty years,| 
while the circulation of the Scriptures has in-} 
creased twelve and one-half times for the same? 
period. But, if not a single copy had been los 
or worn out, and there was only one in a house 
hold, there would still be 1,500,000 familie 
without any portion of the Bible. Knowing the 
“average life of a Bible,” the fact that many, 
have been burned or otherwise destroyed, an 
that Bibles, like other books, wear out, in spit 
of this circulation there are in existence 1 
Brazil only 300,000 or 400,000 copies of th 
Bible, and maybe double that number of Ne 
Testaments. This shows how much has bee 
done, and how much remains to be done. 

Dr. Tucker again asks for a Bible House fo 
Rio as a jubilee gift. 


The Near East 


Under the auspices of the Levant and th 
Arabic-Levant Agencies 176,072 volumes o 
Scripture were distributed in the Near East 
The closed central plateaus of Turkey were no} 
wholly isolated, for the Turkish newspaper: 
carried advertising which made it possible tha 
those who wished to secure Bibles could d 
so by mail in any town or city of Turkey} 
Actual sales through this channel are no 
large, but the Society is reaching individual! 
all over Asia Minor who could be reached i 
no other way. The bookseller in the city 0} 
Smyrna has kept Bibles on display, thougll 
these were almost exclusively Hebrew Script 
tures for the use of Jewish school childrem 
The Mohammedan bookseller in the city o| 
Adana is asking to be appointed agent for that 
district. Through a friend on the staff of th) 
Mohammedan theological faculty of the Uni 
versity of Stamboul, the Bible Society Secré 
tary was given opportunity of forwardin: 
Bibles in useful languages for the student 
reference library. Not only was the gift we 


_ possess a copy of the Turkish Bible. 
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.come, but the suggestion was made that the 


members of the teaching staff would be glad to 
This is 
the only Mohammedan school of higher re- 
ligious instruction in Turkey. 

The refugees from Turkey and the southern 
Republic of Armenia in Syria and France have 
been assisted where possible. The care of the 
field has been in charge of Mr. F. Lyman 
MacCallum during the absence of Dr. Boyd 
on furlough in the United States. 

At Cairo the new Secretary, Mr. William 
S. Strong, arrived in the latter part of the year, 
having been transferred from Peking. Mr. 
Strong has done a remarkable piece of work in 
North China, but the climate was proving too 
severe for him. He is taking up with enthusi- 
asm his new duties in a milder climate. 

What we used to think of as deserts, crossed 
only by caravans, are swiftly traversed by au- 
tomobiles now, so that Mesopotamia and 
Arabia, as well as the Holy Land and Syria 
and Egypt, are open to the circulation of the 
Scriptures. 


Far East 


In the Philippines, Siam and Laos, China and 
Japan, 5,249,062 volumes were issued. This is 
the largest foreign area of distribution for the 
Society. 

The work in the Philippines has been cared 
for during the year by the Rev. A. K. Spiel- 
berger, who has rendered a most important 
service during the absence of Mr. Cameron on 
furlough. 

ineesiam, Mr. 
Irwin has the 
purpose to put a 
portion of the 
Scriptures in the 
hands and the 
homes of all the 
fai (Siamese), 
with the excep- 
tion of one and 
possibly two 
‘small territories, 
and also among 
all the mountain 
tribes in Siam, 
French Laos and 
that part of the 
Shan States not 
under the care of 
the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. It is not as simple as 
it seems. Roughly, one-half the Tai and all 
the tribes are illiterates, and the literate Tai use 
four distinct scripts, though all the people, 


A Siamese Mother (right), who 

bought Scripture volumes from 

a colporteur, with her son and 
servant 
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hearing any of the four read, would under- 
stand. Travel is very difficult for half the year 
over a very large part of our Agency. We have 
few trained men. The distribution of the 
Scriptures is done mostly by paid colporteurs. 
It is about the only method open to us. 

China and Japan rival each other. The latter 
celebrates its jubilee, the fiftieth anniversary 
of the establishing of the Agency in the Island 
Empire, with an issue of over a million copies, 
and with great public meetings and addresses 
from the American Ambassador, the mayor of 
Tokyo, and leaders in the religious life. 

Large sections of Japan are unevangelized. 
A recent writer has said that there are more 
unevangelized ‘people in Japan today than when 
the Christian missionaries entered the country 
fifty years ago; and from one of these out-of- 
the-way places a pastor writes: “Very recently 
another young man commenced to attend 
church, who acknowledged that the Gospel of 
Mark as a ‘silent missionary’ had done good 
work in his case. He said: ‘I received this book 
from a foreigner when I was about ten years 
old, and, learning that it was a Christian book, 
I somehow felt that it ought to be preserved. 
And—it may seem funny for me to say so— 
because of possessing this book, I had the feel- 
ing that I was closer to Christianity than others 
were in my community.’ ” 

The Secretary, the Rev. Karl E. Aurell, pre- 
sents the following table of circulation for the 
fifty years as summarized by decades: 


St uc CCA CMW etAIN Sy uate oe 333,170 volumes 
Deke eae eee SOL 
Sue MEA & * Cenc oe Se 984,486 ” 
4th 2 en, Pe ae PMV 
5th oo. eeu 2,988,187 ” 
‘Totalerccncto scuccn - 6,995,126 ” 


Most of these books are distributed by means 
of colportage. The kinds of places visited 
during the year are interesting : 

Houses, 445,896; middle and higher schools, 

264; higher girls’ schools, 102; sewing schools, 

77; grammar school teachers, 135; government 

offices, 57; other public offices, 153; banks, 68; 

post offices, 67; police quarters, 84; courthouses, 

43; silk thread factories, 184; other factories, 

96; firms, 63; railway stations, 74; army offices, 

5; navy offices, 17; gunboats, 16; houses of ill 

fame, 10; temples, 6; shrines, 2; Buddhist 

schools, 2; hospitals, 18; churches, 4; other 

institutions, 19; a grand total of 447,462. 


Among the great masses of China the Scrip- 
tures have had their way. The circulation for 
the year exceeds by 86,916 that of the preced- 
ing year, reaching a total of 3,821,393 volumes. 

This year was the first of the China Agency’s 
second half century. “It calls for an unusually 
large number of superlatives to do it justice. 
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“The biggest printing orders ever placed 
have set the presses humming; the biggest 
leather binding contracts have exhausted the 
local leather markets; the biggest circulation 
figures ever totaled have been in spite of much 
interrupted transportation service; the biggest 
sales ever made to a single individual have de- 
manded careful attention to fulfill contracts ; 
and, finally, as characteristics of the pulpit 
Bible issued in 1926, the biggest type edition of 
the Union Version Mandarin Bible and the 
biggest Union publishing enterprise that the 
Bible Societies have carried through. We have 
enjoyed the most favorable exchange rate 
known for a decade. We have carried on the 
work with the smallest full-time foreign staff 
with which our Agency has functioned in over 
thirty years. For the first time we have had a 
Chinese Field Secretary constantly at promo- 
tional work, writing and speaking in many parts 
of the country. We have had the most in- 
terrupted mail service in the northwest, the 
most widespread civil war in the south and cen- 
tral sections, the most thoroughgoing change 
in government since the revolution of 1911. 
So one might continue in these superlative 
terms.” “The biggest sales to an individual” 
were to General Chang Chih-kiang, to whom 
reference was made a year ago, who has paid, 
in good money, $21,000 Mex. for his purchases 
of 6,500 Bibles and 12,000 Testaments in 
1925 and 1926. So there are Chinese generals 
and Chinese generals. 

“All this great work is due to the courage, 
and perseverance, and faith, and hard work of 
many genuine Chinese Christians. It speaks 
eloquently of the devotion of some 549 volun- 
tary devoted workers and correspondents, as 
well as 26 colporteurs, and the paid staff of 
office men, clerks, packers and accountants, 
who with the sub-Agency Secretaries have 
handled this volume of business.” The fact 
that our work is so largely carried on by the 
Chinese Christians assures its permanence. 

A new Bible House is being built on one of 
the leading streets of Peking as the gift of the 
Maryland Bible Society. 

Throughout the country there has been great 
opposition. Posters represented the Bible, and 
Mark’s Gospel in particular, as among the 
shames. Another likened the Scriptures to an 
auger that killed men by boring its way into 
their vitals. But this opposition has only in- 
creased the zeal of the Christian workers ; and 
innumerable incidents could be given showing 
how this opposition has created curiosity ; curi- 
osity has led to the reading of the Scriptures ; 
and the reading of the Scriptures has led to a 
joyous triumphant faith in Jesus Christ. 
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Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Islands of 
the Sea 


The Society has a somewhat extensive circt- 
lation of the Scriptures not recorded in the 
story of its regular Agencies. It sends out 
books and funds to missionary and other cor- 
respondents. The record of this distribution is 
necessarily more or less incomplete. Certain — 
conditions, however, may be noted which are 
of interest. There is a growing demand for 
the Bible in Europe. The confusion of the 
war is settling, and the people are anxious for 
the ministry of the Holy Scriptures. 

Russia is still a sealed country so far as the 
sending of Bibles into it is concerned. Only | 
occasionally are Scriptures allowed across the 
border. The Soviet Government, however, has 
given permission to certain of its own people 
to print Bibles on the government presses at 
Leningrad, and the American Bible Society 
has given to those Russian groups of Christians 
a set of plates of the whole Bible, from which } 
an edition of 25,000 copies was printed. It is | 
hoped that other thousands of copies will be ; 
printed from these plates, as they are available 
for any of the Christian communions of Rus- 
sia. 

In Central Europe the Society has had the 
privilege of once more assisting in the placing 
of Greek New Testaments and Hebrew Old 
Testaments in the hands of students in the 
theological seminaries and similar training in- 
stitutions in Germany, Czechoslovakia, Austria, 
Hungary, Poland, Rumania, Jugoslavia, Lat- 
via, Esthonia and Lithuania. 

In France cooperation has continued with the | 
Bible Society of France. The General Secre- 
tary had the privilege of meeting the officers } 
of the Bible Society of France and was enter- 
tained most hospitably by the ministers of the} 
French Protestant churches, during his visit} 
to Paris in September. This historic society | 
is worthy of its place in the hearts of the heroic } 
body of French Protestants, to which our 
Protestantism in America is so much indebted. 

Fellowship has also continued with other es- 
tablished Bible Societies in Europe. There is a 
movement toward association among these so-! 
cieties, especially in Germany, which is en- 
couraging. 

Grants in aid in Norway, Sweden, Finland, 
Denmark, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Italy, 
Switzerland and Jugoslavia have helped Chris- 
tian churches to supply their people and to car- 
ry on their evangelistic work. 

In Africa the grants are small, and the chief 
aid of the Society has been given to translation 


work in cooperation with certain American 
missions. 


| 
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In Asia small grants in aid have been made 
to American missions in South India and Cey- 
lon. : 

In Micronesia Mortlock Scriptures have been 
sent to the people of Truk, and Gilbert Island 
Bibles have been sent to the Gilbert Islands 
during 1926, 


Workers 


The total of workers reported, while falling 
below that of last year, still remains over 3,000. 
The actual figures of 480 colporteurs, 1,841 
correspondents, and 862 voluntary workers, 
make a total of 3,183 who have officially partici- 
pated in our world service. China, which re- 
ported the largest number last year, 1,157, of 
whom 1,133 were corre- 
spondents and voluntary 
workers, reports for 1926 
a total of 575, of whom 
549 were correspondents 
and voluntary workers. 
ithe difference of over 
five hundred in this one 
Agency more than explains 
the difference of 399 be- 
tween the totals of the two 
wears. As a matter of 
fact, the total of colpor- 
teurs—480—reported for 
1926 exceeds the number 


employed the previous 
year by 104; while the 
correspondents fall be- 


hind by 373, and the vol- 
untary workers by 130. 
The total workers re- 
ported by the Home 
Agencies for 1926 were 
850, by the Foreign Agen- 
pies, 2,254, and by foreign correspond- 
ents, 79. In addition, of course, there are the 
22 Agency Secretaries and the many score of 
missionaries and secretaries of other societies, 
ministers, evangelists, and other Christian 
workers who supervised, or participated in, the 


Who for some years 
income to Scripture 


great work of distributing the nearly ten mil- 


lions of volumes issued by the Society during 
the year. 


Auxiliary Bible Societies 
' There remain on our records 97 Auxiliary 
Bible Societies. During the year a considerable 
number of auxiliaries were reported as ceasing 
to function and were, therefore, dropped from 
our list. Happily this was more a change in 
our records than in the interest in the work of 
the Society and the aid it receives from the 
regions involved. Most of these defunct aux- 
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iliaries were sustained by those whose gifts for 
the Bible cause now come through their church 
channels in connection with the developing de- 
nominational budget method. 

A glance over the present roll brings to mind 
a very cheering fact. About one-third of the 
auxiliaries still active have been in cooperation 
with the American Bible Society for over one 
hundred years. Another third have been active 
in this relation for seventy-five years and more, 
and 87 of the 97 have been functioning over 
half a century. Long life to the veterans ! 


Translations and Revisions 


Progress has been made during the year in 
arriving at decisions concerning the plates of 
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have devoted themselves, their house, their car and their 
distribution. Two of many workers rendering such service. 


the Society’s new editions of the King James 
Version. Questions of spelling, capitalization, 
punctuation, etc., have been thoroughly gone 
into by experts, and it is anticipated that the 
conclusions reached will make it possible to 
begin the making of new plates during the 
current year. 


In the United States 


Of the languages used in the United States 
other than English, the Society has completed 
a revision of the Gospel of John in Yiddish. 
This has been the work of the Rev. J. I. Lands- 
man and has received the cooperation of the 
other members of the Yiddish committee. The 
Gospel of Matthew referred to last year was 
the work of the Rev. Henry Einspruch, which 
also was reviewed by the other members of the 
committee, including Mr. Landsman. 
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Work on the Spanish Version Moderna re- 
ferred to in the report of a year ago was de- 
layed until late in the autumn, after certain 
matters connected with the possibility of bring- 
ing it out cooperatively were settled. 

Certain anticipated preparatory work on 
further editions in the Indian dialects of 
North America had to be postponed because of 
the preoccupation of the translators. 

A number of very important questions con- 
cerning revisions in European language Scrip- 
tures, earnestly urged by considerable groups 
of people in this country using these languages, 
have been under consideration by the Commit- 
tee on Versions. It sometimes seems as if re- 
moval to a new country and a new environment 
affects language and creates a desire for change 
that is not so manifest in the old countries. 
Lithuanian, Hungarian, Croatian, and Serbian 
are among those referred to. 


In Latin America 


The revised Miskito New Testament, pre- 
pared by the Rev. George R. Heath, has been 
completed and issued by the Society, for use 
among the Indians of Nicaragua, especially 
those connected with the Moravian missions. 

In the adjacent state of Guatemala, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and Acts have been translated 
into Cakchiquel by the Rev. W. C. Townsend, 
and they are almost ready for publication. 
These editions, however, will be tentative edi- 
tions, subject to further revision as the trans- 
lator goes forward in his work on the New 
Testament. Mr. Townsend has found over 
thirty root words in the Cakchiquel that are 
either the same or quite similar in the Cak- 
chiquel and the Hebrew. He is working out a 
card catalogue of the vocabulary with the 
Spanish and Greek equivalents. 

Continued progress has been made in Quiché 
in Guatemala. Two groups of translators have 
been at work on this language; Dr. and Mrs. 
Paul Burgess, of the Presbyterian Mission at 
Quezaltenango, and the Rev. Amos Bradley of 
the Primitive Methodist Church. 

diite= Key. LUN DeePeck Jor Teronicapan, 
Guatemala, a Presbyterian missionary, has un- 
dertaken the translation of the Gospels into 
Mam. Progress has been made in Matthew 
and Luke, and John will soon follow. 

Among the South-American languages, the 
work on the Version Moderna, previously 
mentioned, will be of even more value than 
among Spanish-speaking people of the United 
States. 

The Portuguese Revision is proving more 
and more acceptable, and the slight differences 
between the text edition of the American Bible 


- words could be used can be corrected, so as to 


Volume 72 


Society and the reference edition of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society have been harmon- 
ized, so that these editions will be identical. 
The Rev. H. C. McKinney, in Bolivia, re- 
ports that in Aymara Mark and Luke are com- 
pleted, and Matthew is almost completed. 


A TRANSLATOR’S TOOLS 
The workbench of the Rev. W. C. Townsend for putting 


the New Testament into Cakchiquel. The card catalogue 


at the left. 
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A SAMPLE OF THE CARD CATALOGUE 


In Peruvian Quechua certain experimental } 
work has been going on to discover if the ten- 
dency to use Spanish words where Indian} 


make a translation that is more completely In-} 
dian. It is hoped that, if this is practicable, al 
new translation may be made into Peruvian} 
Quechua to carry forward the work begun 
many years ago by Madame Clorinda Turner} 
and only partially completed. Mr. José Farfan,, 
a native translator, may have taken his in- 
structions too seriously, for in translating the} 
word ‘‘Fariseo” (Pharisee) he used the long} 
phrase ‘‘Iscai-soncco-A pucc-sutimpi-camacheq-} 
queyocc,’ which shows that it is not alwaysé 
wise to carry out one’s instructions too com-} 
pletely. Mr. Farfan, however, states that the 
Indians understand this translation. 


In Africa 


Africa has been very much to the fore thig 
year in the great meeting held at Le Zoute: 
Belgium, September 14-21, 1926, called the 
Conference on the Christian Mission in A fri4} 
ca. All phases of evangelical, educational, andj 
humanitarian activities were brought under re-| 
view at this Conference, and no subject was off} 
more interest than the language question. Ij 
was practically the unanimous opinion of thei 
conference that work in Africa should be car: 
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ried forward in the vernaculars. The interest- 
ing fact emerged that there are in the neighbor- 
hood of eight hundred languages and dialects 
spoken in Africa, and that in only two hundred 
and forty-three of these have the whole, or 
part, of the Holy Scriptures been translated. 
The American Bible Society during the year 
has completed and issued its Bulu New Tes- 
tament for the West African Mission of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., the work 
of the Rev. A. C. Good, Ph.D., through the 
Book of Acts, and of the Rev. Melvin Fraser, 
D.D., thence to the end of the Testament. 
Progress has also been made on the revision 
of the Luba-Lulua Bible by the Rev. T. C. 
Vinson, of the mission of the Presbyterian 


THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
LAUNCH “RANA” AND ITS CREW 


Which help to circulate the Scriptures far up the 
Nile and its tributary, the Sobat River 


@hurch in the U. S., in the Belgian Congo. 

Additional manuscript has been received and 
prepared and proofread by the author, Mrs. 
i4.-C. Kramer, in Olunyore, one of the lan- 
guages used in Kenya Colony, East Africa. 


In the Near East 


In the Near East it is particularly satisfac- 
tory to report that the Armeno-Turkish manu- 
script of Dr. Andrus, lost for ten years, has 
been found and returned to the Bible House 
in New York. This clears up the mystery, and 
makes possible the preservation of the work 
of an eminent and faithful missionary and lan- 

guage student. 

Questions connected with the possibility of 
a revision of the Turkish Scriptures have been 
under consideration. 

The Committee on Versions has also had be- 
fore it the consideration of the Arabic Collo- 
quials. 

The Shilluk Gospel of John was issued dur- 
ing the year. This was reported two years 
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ago as ready for publication in 1925, but cer- 
tain delays prevented its going to press until 
this year. Shilluk is spoken in the Sudan. 


In the Far East 


In the Far East, progress has been made in 
the Philippines. In the revision of the Tagalog 
New Testament, the four Gospels have been 
completed. The Rev. Leslie Wolfe and his 
committee have done excellent work. Mrs. 
Jean R. Hall has given very faithful service in 
revising the Samarefio Gospels and Acts and 
translating the remainder of the New Testa- 
ment. There is a great demand for a Bible in 
this dialect. The IHocano New Testament re- 
vision was completed during this year; and 
it is hoped before long that 
there will be a complete re- 
vised edition of the Ilocano 
Bibles) The) Bicol New 
Testament Revision, which 
has had the care of the Rev. 
Kenneth P. MacDonald, 
has been completed and 
issued. 

In Siam, the revision of 
the Siamese New Testa- 
ment has been continued 
through the year by the 
Rev. P. A. Eakin ‘and: his 
Siamese coadjutors, Pluang 
Sukikham, Kim Heng 
Mangara, Charoen Skun- 
leya, asal@l Ica (Claascoem 
Wichai. They have fin- 

3 ished through Romans, and 
the first five books have been printed. Near 
the end of the year the committee began the 
revision of the Siamese Genesis. ‘Translitera- 
tions from the Siamese into Lao or Tai Yuan 
were published in their first editions as fol- 
lows: Ecclesiastes, Jeremiah, Lamentations, 
Hosea, Zechariah, Joel, Obadiah, Micha, Na- 
hum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah. These are the 
work of Dr. McKean and the Rev. Mr. Kamai. 

In China, the Revised Cantonese Colloquial 
New Testament was completed and published 
during the year. For many years there have 
been two texts in use throughout the Cantonese 
language area. A new Union committee of 
Chinese, Americans and British brought out 
this thoroughly revised translation, in which it 
is a cause for great gratification that they have 
agreed even on one term for God, on which 
there is not yet agreement in the Mandarin 
and Wenli texts. This is a joint publication of 
the American and the British and Foreign Bible 
Societies. The Chinese leaders remark very 
favorably on the style. 
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Publication 


In 1924 it was decided to separate the ac- 
counts of the Publication Department and the 
General Accounts of the Society. From that 
date a separate checkbook and bank balance has 
been kept for all items connected with the man- 
ufacture and production of Scriptures in the 
United States as apart from their distribution. 
The results of this policy have been most suc- 
cessful. It has not been necessary for the Pub- 
lication Committee to draw upon the general 
funds of the Society for assistance. Inasmuch 
as Scriptures are manufactured and catalogued 
at cost, the committees concerned with distribu- 
tion have known just how much they were giv- 
ing away when they reduced the price of Scrip- 
tures for donations or for the blind or for 
missionary purposes. While the ideal of the 
Publication Committee is neither to make nor to 
lose any money in its manufacturing program, 
this does not mean that it is not interested in 
the benevolent work of the other committees. 
On the contrary, by furnishing accurate figures 
of actual cost it has enabled the other commit- 
tees to render a more efficient and intelligent 
service. From December 31, 1924, to Decem- 
ber 31, 1926, the total assets and liabilities of 
the publication balance sheet have varied by 
only about $4,000. That the publication as- 
sets have been reduced by only this amount is 
remarkable in view of the reduction in prices 
that has occurred over the two years, and the 
number of formats and bindings that have been 
discontinued in favor of more modern or more 
economical books. In the meanwhile the in- 
ventory of Scriptures and manufacturing ma- 
terials has been consistently reduced, so that 
a reserve has been accumulated for making new 
plates for the more important English Bibles. 
As soon as the Versions Committee has passed 
on certain questions of spelling and punctua- 
tion these new plates will be ordered. As the 
plates whose place they will take have been in 
use over forty years, it is the belief of the com- 
mittee that the newer books will be more in 
conformity with modern taste and, therefore, 
increase the Society’s distribution. 

While the Publication Department speaks of 
sales and costs in a businesslike way, let it 
not be thought that the benevolent work of the 
Society can be overlooked. All the Scriptures 
that are donated or sold below their real cost 
are paid for from funds given by individuals, 
churches, or auxiliary societies. This fact must 
ever be borne in mind. However, it is only by 
the strictest methods of business control and 
supervision that it has been possible to carry 
on the publication program without either loss 


or gain. This happy result which has been at- 
tained may justify what appears to be the use 
of strictly businesslike language. 


Average Cost of Books | 


Averages are dangerous without a full un- | 
derstanding of all the elements that enter into | 
them. A comparison, however, of English | 
Bibles in cloth and leather is quite interesting. | 
In 1922 the average price of 30,000 English | 
Bibles, bound in leather, was $2.14. In 1926 | 
for a similar quantity the average cost was 
$1.84. In cloth the average price of over 
200,000 Bibles in 1922 was 57.8c; in 1926, it 
was 55.9c. These reductions have been accom- 
plished in spite of an increase in the cost of 
wages to the highest price on record. <A better 


A BLIND RETIRED METHODIST MINISTER ENJOY- 
ING THE COMFORT OF THE SCRIPTURES 


Made possible by the American Bible Society through the 
expensive embossed Braille system—One Bible, $80 


paper is now being used in a majority of the 
books, and many refinements in binding have} 
been added. The books included run from a} 
large pulpit Bible to the smallest pocket edition. | 

The comparative figures for New Testa-! 
ments and Testaments and Psalms in cloth and| 
leather are complicated by the fact that paper? 
covers have been introduced, in order to sell| 
the Testament at five cents. In many cases the} 
Testament and Psalms has taken the place of} 
the Testament only, as the cost of handling 
both varieties would have been more than in- 
cluding the Psalms in every book. 

With the portions of the Scripture it is in- 


teresting to note that the quality of leather- and 


1927 


June, 


cloth-bound portions issued has been reduced 
about 50 per cent, and the cost of these has 
increased slightly. On the other hand, only 
79,000 paper- -covered portions were issued in 
1922 as against 2,673,186 in 1926. The NEES 
price, furthermore, has dropped from 2.5c to 
1.06c. The great bulk, however, has been 
priced at lc net. This is an astounding in- 
crease in distribution and shows clearly the 
need that these little books have met in the 
United States, in Central and South America 
and, to a less extent, throughout the world. 
So great has been the demand for the cheaper 
portions in bright paper covers selling for one 


BrsLte Society ReEcorp 


101 


cent net, that Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Pro- 
verbs have been added in Portuguese. 

Just before Christmas the eleven one-cent 
portions that make up the New Testament were 
issued in a separate green-covered box. Each 
box contains not only the eleven portions, but 
also an imitation leather buddy cover which 
fits each of the books. The whole is priced 
at 30 cents net. As this New Testament be- 
came known it met with a wide demand, es- 
pecially for Sunday school prizes, and for 
those wishing something different. 

During 1926 there were issued 1,312 Con- 
cordances over against 1,785 in 1925. 


Ways and Means 


A review of the year 1926 increases our grat- 
itude and joy for the privileges God has given 
us. A multitude of friends have contributed 
not only of their money but of their service to 
help the Society carry on its world-wide work. 
Directly or through their denominational of- 
fice, thousands of churches have sent contribu- 
tions toward the support of the Bible Society. 
The correspondence of the year has again 
and again indicated the wide interest of Chris- 
tian people in the Bible cause and the work 
which our Society is doing throughout the 
world. For all this we are deeply grateful. 


Individual Gifts 


The total number: of individual donors con- 
tributing through the office at the Bible House 
was 21,285. Of these, 6,541 were new con- 
tributors during 1926. The total amount of 
their gifts was $156,439.38. This was $6,- 
439, 38° more than was estimated in the budget 
as the probable income from this source. 


Churches 


The total income from churches for the year 
was $225,791.44. Unfortunately, this was 
$39,208.56 less than the budget committee had 
estimated as the probable income from the 
churches for 1926. This unfavorable situation 
is due to the fact that some of the denomina- 
‘tions which are among the largest supporters 
of the Bible Society did not meet the expec- 
tations of the budget committee and in some 
cases fell below their gifts of the previous year. 
On the other hand, we are glad to report that 
other denominations exceeded their gifts of 
the previous year. A list of the denominations 
giving more than $500 for either 1925 or 19260, 
together with the amounts contributed toward 
the Society’s budget, is given below: 


1926 1925 
Adventist (Seventh-day) ..........-. $ 2,010 $ 2,001 
epuiste(ONOZtHErI) > aes cisternae © 17° 720 646 


SGU SESTMIRS pao 6 oO RORORIO CI \o fo O ene 833 852 


1926 1925 
@ongregationalistcmertenc celeste: cleratere $5,341 $2,522 
IDISSHIGS pogodoos componboseonosoue o 765 796 
Lutheran (Augustana Synod)......... 1,426 1,088 


Lutheran (Free Church and Norwegian) 309 2,094 
utheram “(Umited) ine cote emcive as cre 3,592 2,269 
IMenNONIES:. dj.ietlerneioie ovas eevee sascapounte (ovr 592 43 
Methodists Episcopalian si): siere ee eleneie 73,624 779 
Methodist Episcopal (South)......... 33,631 31,482 
Methodist Episcopal (African)........ SHAY 2,435 
Methodist Episcopal Zion (African).... 971 1,224 
Methodist Protestamtitec .40 ances ere 546 970 
Mora yaans! b> stents ee teseicw ere eit twice 938 1,032 
Presbyterian (U. EER erate tate terse 41,909 46,137 
Presbyterian (U. 3) Aig Sree OSCE toe 19.297 19,449 
Presbyterian (Covenanter) ........... 1,846 1,445 
Presbyterian, (United). 2. ..06 aon oe 9,746 12,618 
Reformed (Christian) <........- bist 125 O40) 1,835 
Reformed (in America) 5,267 4,592 
Reformed (in Eons, shearer sterner 2,681 2S 
UWimitede Breths enlltecge oda o-s. exeresacesaeccnotensi 1,039 1,078 
Wetherland Reformed $........+....++ 637 50 


The above list of twenty-four denominations 
contributing in 1926 is just half of the whole 
number of church groups which contributed 
toward the Society's work for the year. The 
total income from all churches was $85,882.26 
less than the amount the Society sent to its 
twelve Foreign Agencies alone for work in the 
foreign mission fields of the churches, taking 
no cognizance of its expenditures for the home 
mission fields of the churches. 


Annuities 
During the year 589 annuity bonds were is- 
sued for a total of $521,644.23. In keeping 
with the policy of the Society all funds received 
on the annuity basis are carefully invested and 
held until the death of the annuitant. 
Publicity 
To the daily papers twenty-three news re- 
leases were sent out. Some or all of these 
were used in forty-four states of the Union. 
Fifty-two special articles and _ seventy-eight 
electrotype cuts were sent to religious journals 
for use during the year. For this cooperation 
of the editors the Society is grateful. 


Universal Bible Sunday 
For Bible Sunday, on December 5, 1926, 
the topic “The Voice and the Book” was used 
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and the occasion widely observed. The total 
number of requests for Bible Sunday literature 
received at headquarters was 7,618. Fifty- 
three different denominations were among those 
asking for literature for this occasion. 

As has been the policy for the past three 
years, the literature for Bible Sunday was 
mailed to each of the pastors of the denomi- 
nations cooperating with the American Bible 
Society. This required 74,820 sets, which 
were mailed in the latter part of October. 

While it is impossible at headquarters to 
determine how many churches used the So- 
ciety’s literature, it is quite evident, from clip- 
pings, reports from the Agency Secretaries and 
other sources, that Universal Bible Sunday is 
becoming increasingly a regular feature with 
a large number of churches, and that the litera- 
ture prepared by the American Bible Society 
for this occasion is meeting a real need of the 
pastors and religious workers. In connection 
with Bible Sunday, in 1926, a large number of 
local Bible exhibits were held in various 
churches throughout the country. 


Denominational Meetings 


One of the executive officers from head- 
quarters, or some other representative, pre- 
sented the American Bible Society cause at 
nineteen national or international denomina- 
tional meetings during the year. 


Advisory Council 


At the Advisory Council meeting on Decem- 
ber 1 eighteen representatives of the leading 
denominations were present to consult with the 
Society regarding its budget and program for 
the following year. The advice of these breth- 
ren is most valuable, and their cooperation 
greatly appreciated. 


Advertising 


In connection with the various denomina- 
tional gatherings, national or international, dur- 
ing the year, appropriate advertising was placed 
in religious journals, setting forth the nature 
and work of the Society and especially its re- 
lationship to the churches. Some advertising 
was also placed in other periodicals and in 
church calendars published by the Church 
Service, Inc. The Ways and Means Depart- 
ment cooperated in general publicity and adver- 
tising in preparation for the Bible reading cam- 
paign put on by the Commission of Evangelism 
of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, and especially with the Rev- 
erend Jesse M. Bader of the United Christian 
Missionary Society. One of the important 
ways by which we bring our needs and oppor- 


tunities to the attention of our constituency 1s | 
through paid advertising in religious papers. | 
Leaflets 

During 1926 the Ways and Means Depart-| 
ment sent out a total of 1,567,806 leaflets. | 
Among these were 32,000 especially prepared | 
for circularizing the leaders of the Christian! 
Endeavor societies in connection with their | 
prayer meeting topic “How to Use the Bible” | 
on May 16; and also 50,000 leaflets distributed | 
through the General Council of the United | 
Presbyterian Church in connection with their | 
White Gift Campaign in December. In addi-} 


AN ATTRACTIVE DEPOSITORY WINDOW 


Advertising the wares and work of the American Bible || 
Society 


tion to the Bible Sunday leaflets, two newif 
leaflets were added to the stock: “If the Wor 
Should Stop Tomorrow” and “Facts and Fig-f 
ures.” In May and December the World Serv 
ice Commission of the Methodist Episcopal} 
Church gave the American Bible Society theif 
privilege of using the two inside pages off} 
200,000 local church bulletins issued by the de- : 
partment for pastors throughout the country 
A similar privilege was given by the Steward 
ship Committee of the Presbyterian Church ir 
the U. S. for use of its calendar for two Sun4 
days in September, which is the month devoted} 
to the Bible cause. To all these societies and} 
organizations the Bible Society is grateful: 
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Finances 
INCOME FOR 1926 EXPENSES FOR 1926 
Estimated Received i 

‘Legal Trusts—Available Invest- Epppepmated Expended 
perents and Sage Fund Income $ SO 8 $ pee 18 General Administration ....... $ 75,988.00 $ 81,367.95 

ACHES: tec iayetevetaneuctets. se. ciasaneua onere .00 60,000.00 , 
Bible House, Net............. 40,000.00 Eds 00) COMME iets nO GIs Jey tees 
MRM Ke pict cc on co 390,000.00 408,253.34. Ways and Means ............. 68,896.00 59,902.56 
Be rches aK He cluding Poe Py gonuan Beeroi General! Distribution... .<....... 74,700.00 75,001.86 

gencies but including in 265, . OF 25, 14 Daan 

itaais = Excluding Woreied Publication Department telat teenie 390,000.00 401,511.82 

Agencies but including Blind 150,000.00 156,439.38 Home Agencies 2iae..ss.0+0 0 155,670.00 152,170.00 
Auxiliaries Greveae oft e nckrat v-e tao" toe 20,000.00 22,937.97 Foreign “Agencies iiss. <icc0e «0 281,200.00 280,568.63 
BERL CS rereletel ctor etsiers ars) Vere 25,000.00 25,000.00 
miscellaneous ¢ .icccsscecaanee 2,000.00 3,181.19 


er ee: $1,068,000.00 $1,057,680.17 

During 1926 the income and expenses under 
the budget appear to be more satisfactory than 
is really the case. The income received under 
the budget amounted to $1,057,680.17. The 
charges under the budget amounted to $1,067,- 
049.81—a difference of less than $10,000 or 
1 per cent of the total budget. As compared 
with the estimated income and expenses, the 
showing was more favorable than the average 
of the five preceding years ; for the income was 
only 1 per cent less than the estimated income, 
and the amount expended was only 1/10 of 
1 per cent less than the amount appropriated. 
_ The unsatisfactory element in the budget 
was the large difference between the actual as 
compared with the estimated gifts from 
churches. ‘These gifts amounted to only a 
little over $225,000, as against estimated in- 
come of $265,000. In each year from 1921 to 
1924 over $260,000 were received from 
churches, the highest amount received being 
over $281,000 in 1921. As has been mentioned 
previously in this report, this reduction in 
gifts from churches has applied to only a few 
of the denominations, as many others fortu- 
nately have increased their contributions over 
the last few years. For 1927 the Advisory 
Council, which met the first of December, 1926, 
has recommended an estimated income from 
‘churches of $235,000. Unless at least this 
amount is received in the current year, the 
budget will again be seriously unbalanced. 

The reason why the statement of income and 
expenses under the budget appears to be more 
‘satisfactory than is the fact, is that the sales 
‘of Scriptures were $18,000 more than the esti- 
‘mated sales. This money, however, cannot be 
‘used for budget purposes, as it must be re- 
‘turned to the Publication Department for re- 
plenishing the supply of Scriptures. In fact, 
$11,000 of this $18,000 were so used during the 
year 1926. Had it not been that the Society 
had a small cash balance at the beginning of 
the year and was able to borrow $11,000 tem- 
porarily, there would have been a cash deficit 
at that time. 


R080. 0 CUBS OBRON.OF $1,068,000.00 $1,067,049.81 


It will be noted that for the three items 
Legacies, Bible House, and Annuities the esti- 
mated income and amount actually received are 
identical. The reason why this is so is easily 
explained : 


Legacies 


For over one hundred years the income 
from legacies has varied in a most exagger- 
ated manner. Seven fat years are not always 
followed by seven years of famine. The se- 
quence is more irregular and fortuitous. Ob- 
viously, no budget could be built on the 
amount actually received, which is subject to 
the home calling of the friends of the Society, 
the law’s delay, and many other causes. For 
the three years 1924, 1925 and 1926, $60,000 
were appropriated by the Budget Committee. 
Inasmuch as in 1921 only $48,000, and in 1922 
$56,000, were received, this figure appeared to 
be a fair estimate of the average income. Dur- 
ing 1926, however, the amount received from 
legacies was so satisfactory that it was decided 
to increase the appropriation to $75,000. This 
$15,000 increase over the previous three years 
helped to offset the large reduction in the esti- 
mated income from churches in the budget for 
1927. The Finance Committee now believes 
that this figure can be maintained, because for 
the ten years previous to 1926 the average 
amount received from legacies was slightly 
over $75,000 a year. The one hundred-year 
average annual amount received from legacies 
is $73,540.50. If more than the estimated 
amount is received in any year, it is placed in 
the legacy equalization fund. If the amount 
received is less, this fund is called upon to 
maintain the budget income. 


Bible House 

Forty thousand dollars a year is the largest 
income ever received from the Bible House 
appropriated to the general budget of the So- 
ciety. When the Society gave up its own man- 
ufacturing plant, it was necessary to expend 
over $160,000 to install four new elevators 
and to remake considerable parts of the build- 
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ing into offices. It has been the desire of the 
Finance Committee to refund the amount ex- 
pended. All income received over $40,000 
each year is applied to this purpose. During 
1926 about $21,000 was so used. If, there- 
fore, present rental values hold, and there is 
no increase in operating expenses or in va- 
cancies, it should be possible to write off the 
$135,988.30 remaining in six or seven years. 


Annuities 


During the year under review 589 additional 
annuity agreements were written. The total 
of these agreements was $521,644.23. While 
the Society lost by death more of its annuitants 
than in any previous year, the average amount 
of the annuity or annuities held by each of 
these was the smallest on 
record. It was, therefore, 
necessary to call upon the 
annuity reserve fund for 
22,057.08 6tOr aateet, Ethie 
amount appropriated to the 
budget during the year. 

Certain reductions were 
made in the rate given to 
annuitants where more 
than one person appears on 
the bond. This brings the 
Society's program more in 
accord with mortality ex- 
perience and_ established 
tradition. Although the 
number of annuitants is in- 
, creasing very rapidly, all 
payments have been made 
promptly. Nothing can be 
more heartening to the of- 
ficers of the Society than 
the continued affection and 
good will of those who have 
contributed so liberally of their principal for 
the Bible cause. Every day of the year, includ- 
ing February 29th, is the birthday of one or 
more of these good friends of our work, except 
December ~22d> lie etnereiore, anyewot athe 
friends of the Society were born on this date, 
we hope they will take out an annuity, so that 
we may wish some annuitant many happy re- 
turns on every day of the whole year. Decem- 
ber 22d is only three days before Christmas. 
This date should be easy to remember. 

If you know anyone who was born on De- 
cember 22d, please let us know. 


Trust Funds 


While the income under the budget was not 
fully satisfactory, an unusually large amount 
of trust funds was received. Over the one 
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aged, veterans of the Army and 
pines, and Siam; those in reformatories and prisons, and many others. 
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hundred and ten years of its existence the | 
American Bible Society has received in legacies | 
almost $8 that are free and clear for every) 
dollar that is restricted by trust agreement or | 
otherwise. In 1926, $59,553.75 were added to) 
the trust fund account, and no less than $82,- 
500 to the funds received for special purposes. 
As the total trust funds of the Society, not in-) 
cluding the endowments, at present amount to) 
only slightly over one million dollars, it is evi-| 
dent that this was an unusual addition for one} 
year. Even with this addition, however, it} 
cannot be said that the Society is overendowed. | 
The income from all legal trusts and other | 
funds amounts to only about 10 per cent of! 
the budget necessary for each year’s work. 
True friends of the Society will, therefore,| 


LEAHI HOME FOR CONSUMPTIVES, HAWAII—ONE OF THE BUILDINGS 
The Society constantly supplies Scriptures for special groups—Orphans and the 


Navy; lepers in the Louisiana Colony, the Philip-) 


not only contribute freely during their lives} 
but will also provide generously in their willy] 
for the carrying on of the translation, publica: 

tion, and distribution of the Holy Scripture 

without note or comment. Unless such gifts 

are received, this Society will not be able tag 
give freely those leaves of the Tree of Lifa 
which are for the healing of the nations. 


The Bible Society Record | 


The circulation of the Biste Socrery REcori 
continues steadily enlarging. From the aver! 
age of 26,000 reported last year, it has risen te 
an average of over 29,000 a month, 31,800 i 
December being the maximum for any on 
month. A total of 349,700 copies has been is 
sued in the twelve months of 1926. Many comm} 
mendations of the contents of the REcorp, an 


, 
. 
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evidences of interest aroused by those contents, 
come encouragingly to the editors. 


Other Publications 


The 110th Annual Report, a volume of 460 
pages covering the work of 1925, was pub- 
lished in an edition of 2,500 copies. Of the 
preliminary summary of this Annual Report, 
entitled the Report of the Board of Managers, 
10,000 copies were printed. Editions of only 
three of the general leaflets of the Society were 
called for during the year, totaling 10,000 
copies, there being stock of the many other 
leaflets. But the supply of nine leaflets used 
in connection with the Ways and Means De- 
partment brought the total of copies of ‘‘other 
publications” issued in 1926 to 1,251,550 cop- 
ies. As in previous years, the largest issues 
were in pamphlets and leaflets used in connec- 
tion with the Bible Sunday program, 612,000 
of the leaflet “The Voice and the Book” having 
been published. Of our popular leaflet “How 
to Use the Bible,’’ 150,000 were published; of 
the effective leaflet “The Only Way Out of 
the Dark,” 118,250, and of the leaflet “John 
3:16,” 109,000. 


Conclusion 

It is a privilege and an honor to have had 
any association with the work which this record 
presents. To translator or distributor, to ad- 
ministrator or contributor, to beneficiary or 
benefactor, association with God’s Word 
brings recompense. The uniform testimony is 
that every one is glad to have any share in the 
dissemination of that message which is for the 
life of the soul and the healing of the nations. 
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HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 
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Membership in the Society consists of three 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 

2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription of 
$50.00 at one time. 

3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription of 
$150.00 in one or two payments. 

Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 
Life Directors and Life Members. 

Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 


MAY MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE first stated meeting of the Board of 

Managers of the American Bible Society 

in its one hundred and twelfth year was held 

at the Bible House, Astor Place, New York, on 

Thursday; May 5, 1927, at 3:30 o-clock p. m. 
President E. Francis Hyde in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rey. Eric Me North, Ph. D; 

The minutes of the twelfth stated meeting 
of the Board of Managers in its one hundred 
and eleventh year were presented and ap- 
proved, 

Dr. North, Associate Secretary, being pres- 
ent for the first time, was introduced. 

Mr. Howard Whittemore, newly elected 
member of the Board, was introduced. 

Mrs. Taylor, proprietress of William Tay- 
lor, Son & Company of Cleveland, Ohio, was 
introduced as one who had shown a special 
interest in the work of the Society and had 
placed an exhibit of Bibles in a leading bank 
of Cleveland, as well as in her important de- 
partment store. 

Mr. Frank Ludlie Moore, who had been 
made a Life Member of the Society “by his 
grandfather Dominick” on March 4, 1847, was 
present with his Life Membership Certificate 
bearing the signatures of Theodore Freling- 
huysen as President and John C. Brigham as 
Secretary. He also was introduced to, and 
welcomed by, the Board. 

The Report of the Board of Managers, as 
approved by the Committee of General Refer- 
ence, was presented by title, copies having been 
distributed previously to the members. 

On motion, the Report was approved for 
presentation to the Annual Meeting as the Re- 
port of the Board of Managers. 

The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. 

Authorization was given to the Secretaries 
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to meet needs for Scriptures arising out of 
the flood conditions in the Mississippi Valley. 

In conformity with the previous action of 
the Board of Managers, “That there be created 
the position of Honorary Vice-President and 
that the by-laws be modified to provide for 
such,” on motion, the following addition to 
By-law II was adopted: “There also may be 
Honorary Vice-Presidents elected by the 
Board.” 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of April, 1927: Brazil, 1,711 
volumes, valued at $1,163.60; Caribbean, 34,- 
769 volumes, valued at $1,103.56; Philippines, 
721 volumes, valued at $487.52; Upper Andes, 
120 volumes, valued at $88.70; West Indies, 
15 volumes, valued at $21.45; total volumes, 
37,336; total value, $2,864.83. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of April were 228,823 volumes. 


ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVENTH 
ANNUAL MEETING 


HE One Hundred and Eleventh Annual 

Meeting of the American Bible Society 

was convened at the Bible House, Astor Place, 

New York City, New York, on Thursday, May 
12-1927,at 11 o clockia, mz: 

President E. Francis Hyde was in the chair, 
and among those present were: Mrs. Finley J. 
Shepard, E. E. Olcott, Dr. Talcott Williams, 
Joseph. EK. Vaylor;eblerbert S: Baker, Rev. 
Frederick W. Jackson, General Secretaries 
Haven and Ryan, Treasurer Darlington, Asso- 
ciate Secretary North, and Recording Secre- 
tary Chamberlain. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. Frederick W. Jackson, who read from 
the fifth chapter of the Gospel according to 
St. Matthew, after which he offered prayer. 

The one hundred and eleventh Annual Re- 
port of the Board of Managers for the year 
ending December 31, 1926, was read by title 
by General Secretary Ryan. 

On motion of the Rev. Frederick W. Jack- 
son, it was 

Resolved, That the report which has just 
been read be printed and circulated under the 
direction of the Board of Managers. 

The Recording Secretary reported that the 
members of the Board of Managers who this 
year completed the term for which they were 
elected, were: George D. Beattys, Arlando 
Marine, Franklin S. Edmonds, William H. 
Klenke, James R. Joy,72L.D.. Ghares i. 
Darlington, Silas F. Hallock, M.D., Mrs. Wil- 
liam Borden, and Arthur L. Brown. 

In view of the vacancies reported in the 
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Board of Managers, a committee consisting of 
Mr. Joseph F. Taylor, Mr. Herbert S. Baker, 
and the Rev. Dr. Eric M. North, was appointed 
by the President to nominate suitable persons 
to fill the vacancies. 

The annual statement of the treasurer was 
presented by Treasurer Darlington. 

On motion of Mrs. Finley J. Shepard, it was 

Resolved, That the financial report just read 
be accepted and printed in the Annual Report. 


The Rev. Frederick W. Jackson spoke in | 


especial appreciation of the fine and business- 
like report on the business transactions of the 
Society submitted by its officers. 

On motion of Mr. Herbert S. Baker, it was 

Resolved, That when the Society adjourns, 
it do so to meet on the second Thursday in 
May, 1928. 

On behalf of the committee appointed to 
nominate individuals to fill the places of the 
Managers whose terms of office had expired, 
Mr. Joseph F. Taylor placed in nomination 
George D. Beattys, Arlando Marine, Franklin 
S. Edmonds, William H. Klenke, James R. 
Joy, LL.D., Charles F. Darlington, Silas Fa 
Hallock, °"M.D., Mrs. William Borden, and 
Arthur L. Brown. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, To accept the report of the Com- 
mittee on Nominations, and to proceed to an 
election, by ballot, of members of the Board of 
Managers. 

The President declared, as a result of the 
ballot, that the above nominees had been elected 
as Members of the Board for the term 1927- 
1931. 

On motion of Mr. Joseph F. Taylor, it was 

Resolved, That the filling of any other va- 
cancies in the Board of Managers be referred 
to the Board with power. 

On motion of the Rev. Frederick W. Jack- 
son, it was 

Resolved, That the Board of Managers as 
now constituted be directed to meet at the Bible 
House on the first Thursday in June for the 
purpose of organizing for the coming year, and 


for the transaction of such other business as 


may be presented. 

It was resolved to nominate to the Board 
of Managers Mr. E. E. Olcott for election 
as a Vice-President. 

General Secretary Haven presented the 
Mandarin Pulpit Bible just received from 
China—the first Chinese Pulpit Bible and the 
joint product of the American, British, and 
Scotch Bible Societies. 

The attention of the meeting was called to 


recent leaflets and other literature published by | 


the Bible Society. 
The meeting was adjourned. 
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*The issues of the Society are circulated by various methods, some of which are direct and some indirect. 
methods are the distribution by our Home and Foreign Agen cies 
Agencies as receive direct appropriations in funds or books. 

certain missionary boards at home and abroad, 


Bible Societies, 


by the direct methods is regularly reported year by year. 
issues of the Society for any one year. 


£Correspondents. 


+Colporteurs. 
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The Year 1926 in Figures 


*ISSUES 
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Bibles Testaments Portions Total 
289,421 418,291 3,644,991 4,352,703 
49,885 214,415 5,169,616 5,433,916 
20,683 2337, 78,722 120,742 
359,989 654,043 8,893,329 9,907,361 

*CIRCULATION—as reported by the Agencies 
c —— Workers — Volumes 

7Col. £Cor. || Vol. Total Bibles Test. Portions Total 
14 40 iN 65 10,381 23,104 108,486 141,971 
2) 26° 8 36 22,155 39,850 170,833 232,838 
7 26 13 46 40,351 37,900 203,360 281,611 
4 3 2 9 Mesa 7,484 Osea 78,598 
14 Bye 40 a ia 16,830 31,995 214.386 2635201 
i 12 24 43 20,451 34,013 154,880 209,344 
6 8 75 89 39,943 67,304 680.762 788,009 
6 22 51 79 17,344 34,362 306,297 358,003 
5 15 44 64 11,560 14,819 233,502 259,881 
9 148 151 308 23,460 37,704 385,451 = 446,615 
$1 143 22 216 7,640 2,581 64,291 74,512 
56 325 45 426 8,529 5,096 34,674 48,299 
9 76 ae 85 8,954 7,000 45,921 61,875 
12 20 ad oe, 3,497 5,202 42,134 50,883 
18 200 Al 218 9,697 11,316 113,287 134,300 
6 123 17 146 9,011 9,263 128,827 147,101 
18 16 ae 34 7,958 10,796 20,705 39,459 
30 ibs Ad 41 7,141 8,180 121.292 136,613 
9 az. 30 216 7,781 19,655 91,328 118,764 
110 ae 13 123 429 1,114 131,739 133,282 
26 300 249 575 19,874 47,598 3,753,921 3,821,393 
56 86 aye 142 10,766 e7eSzal 810,672 938,809 
475 1,834 795 3,104 311,289 We vi 7,880,325 8,765,371 
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and such representatives 
indirect methods are the distribution by the Auxiliary 
Only the circulation effected 
It is, therefore, impossible to state the complete circulation of the 
It is presumed that, sooner or later, all the issues of the Society are put into circulation. 


|| Volunteers, 


trade, individuals, etc. 


in fields 


The direct 


not covered by the 


Languages and Dialects Used in 1926—168 in All 


The Home Agencies used Scriptures in 103 Languages. 
The Bible House Issued Scriptures in 


Asia—total 54 


Annamese 
Arabic 
Armenian (Ancient) 
Armenian (Modern) 
Burmese 
China: 
Wenli, High 
Wenli, Low 
Mandarin, Peking 
Mandarin, Phonetic 
Script 
Canton Colloquial 
Fuchau Colloquial 
Fuchau Colloquial, 
Phonetic Script 
Hinghua Colloquial, 
Romanized 
Shanghai Colloquial 
Soochow Colloquial 
Tin Chin (Romanized) 
Hebrew 
India: 
Bengali 
Gujarati 
Hindi 
Kanarese 
Kashmiri 
Nepali 
Panjabi 
Sanskrit 
Santali 
Sindhi 
Tamil 
prea 
Japanes 
nk: (Mongolian) 
Kamu 
Korean 


Kurdish: 
Kirmanshahi 
characters) 
Kurmanji (Armenian 
characters) 
Malay, High 
Malay, Low 
Malay (Romanized) 
Persian 
Siam: 
Siamese 
Tai Lao 
Tai Lu 
Tai Shan 
Tai Yuan 
Syriac (Ancient) 
Syriac (Modern) 
Tibetan 
Turkish, Osmanli: 
Arabic characters 
Armenian characters 
Greek characters | 
Turkish, Transcaucasian 
or Azerbaijan 


(Arabic 


For the Blind 
Arabic, Braille 
Armenian, Braille 
Japanese, Braille 


Europe—total 45 


Albanian 
Bohemian 
Braid Scot 
Bulgarian 
Croatian 
Danish 
Dutch 
English 


Esperanto 
Esthonian 
Finnish (Gothic) 
Finnish (Roman) 
Flemish 
French 
Gaelic 
German 
Greek (Ancient) 
Greek (Modern) 
Hungarian 
Trish 
Italian 
Latin 
Lettish 
Lithuanian 
Norwegian (Gothic) 
Norwegian (Roman) 
Polish 
Portuguese 
Roumanian 
Russian 
Ruthenian 
Serbian 
Slavonic 
Slovak 
Slovenian 
Spanish 
Spanish (Hebrew char- 

acters) 
Swedish 
Welsh 
Yiddish 

For the Blind 

English Braille 
French Braille 
Moon 
Spanish Braille 
Swedish Braille 


123 Languages. 
Africa—total 21 


Accra 
Amharic 
Benga 
Bulu | 
Ethiopic 
Fula 


Kongo 
Mandingo 
Miskito 
Nubian 
Olunyore 
Sheetswa 
Shilluk 
Swahili 
Tonga 
Yoruba 
Zulu 


Islands—total 26 


Chamorro 


Hawaiian 
Icelandic 
Javanese 
Maltese 
Maori 
Marshall 
Mortlock 
Nauru 
Philippines: 
Bicol 
Cebuan 


The Foreign Agencies used 100 Languages. 


Ibanag 
Ifugao 
Tgorot 
Tlocano 
Pampangan 
Panayan 
Pangasinan 
Samarefio 
Tagalog 
Ponape 
Samoa 
Sinhalese 
Tahiti 


Americas—total 22 
Arapahoe 
Aymara 
Cakchiquel 
Cherokee 
Choctaw 
Dakota 
Maya 
Muskogee 
Navajo 
Ojibwa 
Quechua—Bolivia 
Quechua—Ecuador 
Quiche—Peru 
Seneca 
Tukudh 
Valiente 
Zapotec 
For the Blind 

Line Letter 
New York Point 
New York Point Bipage 
American Braille 
Revised Braille 

Grade 1% 
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Over Half | 
the World | 


Lives in. | 
Bibleless | 
Houses! | 


ZZ : 


A 


‘Will you help us send the Scriptures to change these 
“'* ~"Bibleless Houses into Christian Homes? r 
i 

The American Bible Society is the accredited agency R 

of most of the Protestant churches in America for Bible pro- 
duction and distribution throughout the world. p 
During 1926 the American Bible Society issued 9,907,- 

361 volumes of the Scriptures in 168 languages and dialects. 
Contributions from churches and individuals to help the 
Society meet its budget of $1,300,200 for 1927 are urgently 
needed. ‘ 
‘ 

Send your gift to The Treasurer, 5 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY k 
Bible House, Astor Place r 
New York, N. Y. 
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